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IT may probably be expected that the circumstances to which the present
publication owes its origin should be distinctly stated. They were as follows:—
During my second visit to the East in 1842, I was honoured by several interviews,
in Cairo, with the Patriarch of Alexandria, the present head of the Ancient
Episcopal Church of Egypt and Abyssinia, of which St. Mark is believed to be the
founder. I inquired of the Patriarch whether there existed in Egypt any of works of
Macarius the Great, who lived about the year A.D. 300. He replied, with
expressions of deep regret, that they had not a line of his writing in any language. [
informed him that we possess them in Greek, Latin, and English; at which
declaration he appeared much surprised. I then asked, if a translation were made
into Arabic, for the use of the Coptic Church, whether it would be acceptable. To
this he replied, with a countenance lighted up with pleasure, “You could not
present us with a greater boon, next to the Scriptures, than the works of our own
Macarius.”

A learned Copt therefore, who had been employed as a Translator at Malta, was
engaged to translate “The Homilies,” under the superintendence of the Patriarch.
They have since been revised by Mr. Fares of Malta, an Oriental, and an eminent
Arabic scholar, while in this country translating the Bible into Arabic for the
Christian-Knowledge Society.

The translation has also been collated with the Greek and Latin copies: I may
therefore venture to say that it is well and faithfully executed. The work has finally
been printed under my own superintendence.

In concluding, I would express my fervent prayer that the Divine blessings may
abundantly rest upon this undertaking, and that it may prove instrumental to the
spiritual improvement and edification the ancient and Apostolical Coptic Church.

HENRY TATTAM.
BEDFORD, Oct. 16, 1846



