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The following is the scheme of diacritical pointswhadopted by the C.L.S. for the
transliteration of Arabic and Persian words:—
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CORRIGENDA

Page 6 note3 for <l read <
7 2 " Sald " Safd
12 line19 " at " as

12 note 1 "  Khaldin "  Khaldin



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

6 The Doubt of 'Umar

8 The Recension of Uthman

11  Curious Letters

12 The Seven Dialects

15 Disapproval of Uthman's Recens
16 Shi'ah Objections

19  Sura of the Two Lights

24  Shi'ah Claim Untenable



THE

RECENSIONS OF THE QUR'AN

THE various portions which now form the Qur'an wegeited by the Prophet during
a period of twenty-three years, but during histiife they were never collected
together or systematically arranged. Passages wetten on palm leaves, leather,
and on such other materials as came to hand, bydodl hearers, but these were all
disconnected and had no special authority. Thet gteeehouse of the Qur'an was the
marvellous memory of the Arab people. It was recagain and again at each act of
worship, and it was held in such reverence thatdmmittal of it to memory was an
act of the highest virtue.

We owe the Qur'an as we now have it to two recessimade by the first and third
Khalifas, Abu Bakr and 'Uthman. At the battle ofnvana, probably within a year of
the death of the Prophet, when the usurper Musailaas overthrown, a great many
of the Qur'an reciters were slain, and 'Umar, afieds the second Khalifa, began to
fear lest the true text should be lost. Mirkhongissawhen Abu Bakr received the
news of the battle he thought that in course oétihve words of the Lord Most High
might be blotted out from the minds of the peopid o ordered the Qur'an to be
published? There is a well authenticated tradition by Zaid ithabit which records
‘Umar's speech: 'l fear,’ he said to Abu Bakr,t'the battle may again wax hot
amongst the Qur'an reciters in other fields of lbathnd that much may be lost
therefrom; now, therefore, my advice is that thbawddst give speedy orders for the
collection of the Qur'an." This advice approvecelitdo the Khalifa. He then
summoned to his presence Zaid, who had been anuamsia of the Prophet and had
a great reputation for his knowledge of the Qurtda.said to him: 'Thou art a young
man

! Raudatu's-SafaPart ii, vol. iii, p. 141.



6 THE RECENSI®S OF THE QUR'AN

and wise; against whom no one amongst us can oashfutation; and thou wert

wont to write down the inspired revelations of Br®phet of the Lord, wherefore now
search out the Qur'an and bring it all togeth&aid collected it from the passages
written as we have described, from all who coulshember any portion, and when
the whole was completed it was probably given ®oKhalifa Abu Bakr. It then came

into the possession of the Khalifa 'Umar who gave ihis daughter Hafasa, one of
the widows of Muhammad. This edition was for teargethe only one in full use.

Zaid was assisted by Anas bin Malik and otherstaedwork whilst in progress was
superintended by 'Umar, who it is said acceptettingtas part of the Qur'an which
had not been written down and which was not testifo by two persons. A case in
point is the stoning verse, 'The married man are rtfarried woman when they
commit adultery then stone them without do@btimar, said he could not vouch for
this, but that he would have inserted it had hefemted that he might be charged with
having added something to the Qur'an. He himsaiwkthe verse, but could not find
corroborative testimony.The punishment decreed in the Qur'an for aduitene
hundred stripe$put as a matter of fact stoning is the Muhammaeigal punishment
for adultery and no other basis for it is known eptcthis verse which 'Umar
withdrew. This seems to show that he had good aityHor his statement. Anyhow
its omission shows the care taken with this recensi

In the arrangement of the Qur'an, Zaid seems te Iad original passages before
him and to have put them together without muchneégia the sense. Thus we have

! Syuti, History of the KhalifagCalcutta ed.), p. 78.
Al Len s )8 i3 1) Al g il 2

% See NoldekeGeschichte des Qans p. 194. Margoliouth states that 'Ayesha said thiat verse,
in which stoning was enjoined as a punishment ¢oritary, was on a slip (of parchment) deposited
under her bed and was afterwards lost.--Mohamme2il$. In commentating on Sura al-Ma'ida (v) 18,
in which the Jews are charged with concealing t8efiptures, Husain and Baidawi say that one of the
matters concealed was tﬁsﬁﬂ\ 4l —the verse of stoning—which was in the PentdteueTafsir-i-
Husaini, vol. i, p. 140. Baidawi, vol. i, p. 251.

4 Sura an-Nur (xxiv) 1. This and the succeeding fmrses are said to have abrogated the verse of
stoning which 'Umar hesitated to put permanentihaQur'an.



THE DOUBT OF 'UMAR 7

the name Suhuf, 'loose leaves’; and Suras, 'ths,rdlae name now given to the
various chapters. A tradition recorded by ibn 'Aligays: 'Zaid after much labour
compiled the Qur'an without any order of Surasm8mrthodox Muslims hold that
the present form was ordained by God, and followsaaangement made by the
Companions of the Prophet; in which case it isdliff to see the need of Abu Bakr's
recension.

It is said by the German critic, Weil, that Abu Baltered some passages. Thus Weil
adduces the tradition that 'Umar would not beliévat the Prophet was dead and
vehemently expressed his doubts, until Abu Bakitedcsome passages from the
Qur'an on the subject of the death of Muhammad| ¥éeisiders that ‘Umar and other
Muslims did not know of these passages and that Bhkr invented them. But
Noldeke! Muir, and other competent critics think that tisisx gratuitous assumption
without the least foundation in fact.

The circumstances are these: 'Umar, on seeingldb& gountenance of the Prophet,
said: 'He is not dead, he hath only swooned awayone who tried to convince him
he replied, "Thou liest, the Apostle of God is detd . . . . the Prophet of the Lord
shall not die, until he has rooted out every hyjieand unbelievef.1n words similar
to these he addressed the crowd which had now regathiegether. Then Abu Bakr
said: 'Silence! 'Umar, sit thee down, be quiet.hHabt the Almighty revealed this
verse to the Prophet, saying, "Verily thou shadt did they shall die>"And again,
after the battle of Uhud, the revelation came, 'Rhamad is no more than an Apostle:
other Apostles have already passed away beforelhim.die, therefore, or be killed,
will ye turr® upon your heel$?Let him then know, whosoever worshippeth
Muhammad, that Muhammad is dead.' Then 'Umar wisfisd. There are also other
passages which speak of death, such as: 'Have amgedrto man before thee a life
that

! SeeGeschichte des Qans, p. 197.

2 Raudatu's-SafaPart ii, vol. iii, p. 730.

305t agd)s & &) —Sura Az-Zumar (xxxix) 31[30].

*i.e. return to idolatry. A report had been spreathe battle of Uhud that Muhammad was slain.
A e e (8 o Sl ol LA AL (e R 26 (55 ) dkale Ly S

Sura Ali 'Imran (iii) 138[144].
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shall last for ever; if thou then die, shall thexelfor ever? Every soul shall taste of
death® 'Every soul shall taste of death: then to us sfelteturn? Abu Bakr must,
therefore, be pronounced innocent of the fraud gddhrupon him, for it is
unreasonable to suppose that he interpolated them a

Weil also considers that verse fourteen of Surdhajaf (xlvi) is an interpolation: 'We
have commanded man to show kindness to his pargstsnother beareth him and
bringeth him forth with pain, and his bearing ansl Wweaning is thirty months; until
when he attaineth strength and the age of fortysyelae saith, "0 Lord give me
inspiration, that | may be grateful for Thy favowherewith thou hast favoured me
and my parents.™ According to the commentator kigsu Bakr embraced Islam in
his thirty-eighth year. His parents were also corek and in his fortieth year he said:
'0 Lord give me inspiration that | may be gratéfihus this verse has been supposed
to refer to him, but this by no means proves tleainkerpolated it, for had he wished
to introduce a verse about himself he surely wdalde invented one far less obscure.
This charge then may be dismissed as having ne Irefict.

Although the recension thus made under the direaioAbu Bakr was of the nature
of a private undertaking, and too much importaneght not to be attached to it, yet it
was of great value as forming the basis for théaitative recension of the Khalifa
‘Uthman. Some authorities consider it uncertainthdreZaid completed his work
before the death of Abu Bakr or not, and the fhat the work when finished was
handed over to Hafasa, the daughter of ‘Umar, wounfay that Abu Bakr was now

dead. In any case the private nature of the urkiegi#s evident.

With the great mass of the people there was nearistudy of the Qur'an, for they
were far too busy with the

) A0S (i (K (AR 24 e (ol SIAN IS e 5l Uil L
Sura al-Anbiya’ (xxi) 35-6[34-5].
The phrasg <3 —before thee'—is ambiguous and it might seenmigly that Muhammad was
different to those gone before and would not dig, the Commentators do not so interpret it and
deduce from the whole passage the universalitgafid

2 (g ) 28 el 4805 8 (8 Sura al-Ankabut (xxix) 51[57].



THE RECENSION OF 'UTHMAN 9

ceaseless fighting that went on, and in the accatiounl of booty. The result was that
they went on reciting the Qur'an as they had beenstomed to do and paid little
attention to Zaid's arrangement, and many knew higleyabout it. After the battle of
Qadisiya (A.D. 636), 'Umar ordered the leader @f Wictorious army to divide the
booty amongst the warriors who were best acquaimigld the Qur'an. One was
called up and he replied that he had been so edgadighting that he did not know
anything by heart. Another said that he only knae ‘Bismillah'— 'In the name of
God most merciful and compassionate.’ As time vwemteven amongst professed
scholars, discrepancies arose, and those who ein sbveral districts, were looked
upon as authorities maintained the superiority lef teadings they favoured and
quarrels commenced on the subject. The inhabitritms stood by the readings of
al-Migdad bin al-Aswad; the Kufites by those of ibtas'ud? the Basrites by those of
Abu Musa, and so onThe consequences threatened to be very seriousnda
wondered how there could be different texts, asQb€an sent down by God was
one, and so the Khalifa 'Uthman determined to boog a new and authoritative
recension. He appointed Zaid, who was a native atlivh, and some learned men
amongst the Quraidtio do the work. They took Abu Bakr's compilatianthe basis
of the new book, and collected all the copies tmyld get. When they had finished
the work, 'Uthman destroyed all the books of the edition he could get, except the
copy which belonged to Hafasa. This, however, wesirdyed soon after by Manoan,
the Governor of Madina. The edition now authorizeds sent forth into all the
provinces as the only recognized book.

In the case of any difference of opinion Zaid hadjive way, and the final decision
lay with the Quraish members of the revision corterit or with the Khalifa himself.
Thus

1 One of the Prophet's sayings is thus recorded: $8h@r wishes to recite the Quran correctly
and with elegance let him follow the reading of Mas'ud.' Ibn Mas'ud refused at first to give up hi
copy to the revision committee. The Khalifa ordeheoh to be beaten, from the effects of which he
died.—Journal Asiatiqug Décembre 1843, p. 385.

Mirza Alexander Kazem Beg, Observations su€Ckapitre inconnu du Corarpublié et traduit
par M. Garcin de Tassyournal Asiatiquequatrieme série, tome I, Imprimerie Royale, £ati843,
pp. 377- 446, [Remarks on thénknown Chapter of the Qu'rampublished and transkd by Mr.
Garcin de Tassy]

Shifte literatureconfirms that 'Uthman had Ibn Mas'ud beaten cgukia ribs to be broken. TI
Unknown Chapter of the Qur'an refers to the SurBlamin, or Two Lights.' See page.19

2 Noldeke gives an excellent account of the way iictvithese differences aroseGeschichte des
Qorans pp. 280-5.
% This was the Meccan tribe or family to which thetret belonged.
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the Qur'an was preserved in the Meccan dialect. ekample of the Khalifa's
interference is given in the tradition which recottat 'Ali wished to writé s with

5 the others with> as< %5 and 'Uthman decided in favour of the latter, asipei
according to the Quraish dialect. This is ratheuafortunate illustration, as: s is
not an Arabic word, but was borrowed by Muhammadnfithe Rabbinical Hebrew.
All the various traditions on such points are idleth to show that the recension is
according to the Meccan dialect, the language dfriéband of Muhammad. It is said
by some that the Khalifa had a political motivehia action in this matter, and that he
hoped that the settling of doubt as to the Qur'aeit and the production of an
authorized edition, would raise him in the estimatof the true believers and so
strengthen his party against their adversaries, wi@ numerous and powerful. This
may be so, but he had the support and sanctidamofompanions of the Prophet, for
without their assent and co-operation it could mente been done. It is evident that the
Khalifa collected all the revelations he could preg and exercised care and caution.
Ibn Zubair says: 'l read to 'Uthman the verse, iSatyou as shall die and leave
wives shall bequeath their wives a year's maintmamthout causing them to quit
their homes® but the phrase "quit their homes" is abrogatedthgr versed so why
have you written it?" Then 'Uthman said, 'O my mephleave it, | will not change
anything from its place.'

The present form of the Qur'an was established d&ig And his coadjutors. They

retained the Bismillah, except at the heading aofaSt-Tauba (ix). The reason they
gave for this was that they were in considerablebti@s to whether Suras viii and ix

should not come together. At last they finally @gr¢o separate them, but omitted the
Bismillah, as that is a very definite sign of sejimn. Its absence shows that there
was some doubt about the division into two Surdse arrangement of the Suras is
quite arbitrary and depends on no principle atMtny Suras are very composite.

Probably the people could not tell Zaid

! See Geiger'dudaism and Islan(S.P.C.K., Madras), p. 31, and Néldekasschichte des Qans,
p. 211.

2 Sura al-Bagara (i) 240.

%e.g., v. 234, which limits the obligation to fouonths and ten days.
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when various parts which they brought to his notieere revealed, and so the
portions got mixed up together without any regasddates or place. Thus when
Muhammad bin Sirin asked 'Akrama whether the Quwas to be in chronological

order, he said: 'Collect it just as it came dovinst fportion first, second second, and
so on; if men and genii tried they could not dm ithis order."

In fact, the age and the men were uncritical, &edonly apparent rule followed was
to arrange the portions of a Sura in the best wegiple and then to put the longer
Suras first in order and the shorter ones lastiawit any reference to chronological
sequence.

Some of the Suras have single letters prefixechéont the meanings of which it is
impossible to determine. These are the lettersM,LA.L.M.R.; A.L.R.; Ta. Ha;
Kaf, Ha Ya, 'Ain, Sad.This latter set occurs in the beginning of Suraydm (xix)
which contains the histories of John the Baptist ahChrist, and which was recited
to the King of Abyssinia in the presence of the asgadors whom Muhammad sent
to him. This had led Dr. Sprenger to suppose theseé mystic words stand for a
Christian symbol, just as the letters I.N.R.I. gtéor Jesus Nazarenus Rex Judaeorum.
So he would make out of these letters the folloveiegtence:

e e 5 jlaill e

In Arabic, it is not necessary to use the firsieledf a word for an abbreviation.2 The
most prominent letter in a word can be taken, soSprenger takeg u= <S ands
and supposes the words were written thus and ves@, ras legends on coins are,
read, from below, thus:—

¢ = e andu= = b=l that is, Jesus the Nazarene.
<& =Sk andg = 25 that is, King of the Jews.
This is very curious but not at all probable. Ibhaldun says: 'God has placed these

letters in several Suras to show the impossibaftymitating the style of the Qur'an.
He also says

anseS 4k T T T 1
2 Thus_Al is represented kyy in &) , which is equivalent te T A.
3 Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengadl. 20, p. 280.
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that Zamakhshari considered that these lettersateli that the style of the Qur'an
was perfect and that imitation was deffeBhis is in accordance with the idea that just
as men know these letters but can make nothingfiltem, so no one can compose
anything equal to the Qur'an. Several explanatians given by Sale in the
preliminary discourse to his translation of the ‘@ur Ndldeke considers them to have
been private marks of the owners put on the cofges to Zaid, which have
inadvertently crept into the text.

Muslims believe that the Qur'an is incorruptible—b®@ok whose verses are
established in wisdom, and then set forth with rcless; but the fact that Uthman
and his company of revisers had to consider a tyadé readings, to weigh their
authority, and if necessary to discard them in mvof the Meccan readings, caused
no small scandal. But a way was found out of tfigcdity. Abu ibn Ka'b, one of the
Companions, became so famous as a reciter of th@arQunat the Prophet himself
said: 'Read the Qur'an under ibn Ka'b.' Ibn Ka'b day stated that, scandalized at
man after man who entered the Mosque repeated timarQin different ways, he
spoke to Muhammad about it. The Prophet said: 'Q #in Ka'b! intelligence was
sent to me to read the Qur'an in one dialect, amdd attentive to the Court of God,
and said: "Make easy the reading of the Qur'anycsects.”" Then instructions were
sent to me a second time saying,

"Read the Qur'an in two dialects.” Then | turnedsetfyto the Court of God, saying,

"Make easy the reading of the Qur'an to my sedisén a voice was sent to me the
third time, saying, "Read the Qur'an in seven dtal® There is also a tradition that

'‘Umar said: 'During the lifetime of the Prophetdand a man read a chapter of the
Qur'an. | heard the readings which he followed, @sdthey were different from those

which | knew and which | had heard from the mouththe Prophet, | feared the

namaz would be spoilt. At the close of the prayersas angry with him and struck

him a blow, and demanded to know where he had hbas® readings. He declared
that he had heard them from Muhammad. We then teetite Prophet to settle the

dispute.

! Ibn Khaldun (de Slane's translation), vol. iii, B8-9.
2 a2 4301 LSS LS — sura Hud (i) 1.
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He said they were correct and added, "In truth, @he'an is revealed in seven
dialects, read it in as many ways as you caihiis removed all difficulty, and the
foresight displayed by the Prophet in thus obtgirandivine sanction for the various
ways of reading the Qur'an was looked upon as afgbhis inspiration. Thus arose
the 'gira'atu's-sab'a,’ or 'seven readings' oQilnean now recognized. These are called
after seven men famous as Qur'an readers, andttfasdbls Qur'an had no vowel
points, great opportunities for differences in prociation arose. In course of time
public opinion fixed on two of the styles as moppeopriate, and now these are in
actual use. The reading-style of Hafs, a discifleam 'Asim, is followed in India,
and that of Nafi in Africa and Arabfa.

The fact that 'Uthman, when his own recension veaspdete, burnt all the copies of
the older edition he could find was made the bake charge of the alteration of the
original text’ He defended himself thus: 'They say that | buhet Quran. | did it
because it was in small portions in the hands af are every one said, "I have the
best one." | collected them all, placed a long Susg a medium length one

! Journal Asiatique, Décembre 1843, p. 378. This tradition concerrting 'seven readings' is
referred to in well-known books thus:

il dii e o8 333 —The Quran was revealed in seven readings' Gysrdvlishkatu'l-
Masabih
st izl Je ofal 33 —The Quran was revealed in seven dialectdaima'u'l-Ghara'ib
il il K ot T At e (53l J 33 —The Qur'an descended with seven readings, déégieand
sacred,—Majma'u'l-Bihar.
It is said that the seven dialects were thosé®fQuraish, Hawadhin, Tai, Hazil, Himyar, Shagifd a
Yaman.

B el s a5 spen s dida s b ) 585 Ui S ol A s JU 4SS

Others say that the 'seven readings' represent sifferent copies, of which two were in use in
Madina, one in Mecca, one in Kufa, one in Basr& mnSyria, and one called the ‘common edition’
which is the one now in use. Mirza Kazim Beg poit$ that this last explanation is untenable, as th
seven different copies did not come into existamtd after the death of the Prophet.

2 A fuller account of thes®aris, or Quran Readers, and the 'various readingshatiiey have
introduced will be found in SellBaith of Islam(3rd ed.), pp. 63-5, 398-405.

® The Shi'ahs considered this burning of the Quodareta great crime. Haqqu'l-Yagin quoted in
Journal Asiatique Décembre, 1843 p. 384.
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the middle, and a short one at the end, arrangecetland handed them over to men;
but the Qur'ans which they had | collected and bifhe probability is that 'Uthman
made the best recension then possible, but ther&aditions regarding other forms
of the book, for they did not all become extincbate. Of these the most important
are those of Ubai ibn Ka'b and of Ibn Mas'ud. Ubasaid to have brought together
Suras (cv) and (cvi), contrary to the sense. Heesdhe order of the Suras and is said
to have added two new ones, called Sura al-Khath'Sura al-Hafd, or, as it is also
called, Sura al-Qanut. These are:

'In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassienat

'O God we pray Thee for help and forgiveness. veésprThee and are not unthankful
towards Thee, and we let go and forsake every deetrespasses against Thee.'

'In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassienat

'O God we serve Thee, and to Thee do we pray, &ee @o we worship; we hasten
to Thee; we strive after Thee; we hope for Thy,pgd we fear Thy punishment.
Truly, Thy punishment overcomes the unbelievers.’

These may have been simple prayers, written omémgin of a Qur'an, but it is not
clear whether this is the case or not. The oldeskbn which Noldeke found them is
one written in the fifth century of the Hijra. Thaye taken from the codex of Ubai.
Noldeke considers them to be authehtithe second Sura of these two, it is said,
should be placed in the Qur'an after the wordswiSfunus (x) 10, 'Glory be to
Thee, O God, and their salutation therein "Pead'glrlére are expressions in these
Suras not found in the authorized Qur'an, qu\ and 2. Then S js not
constructed with the accusative, but withAgain _=4 in the sense of trespass does
not take the accusative.

The objection is taken to these Suras that in thean addresses God and not God
man; but Sura al-Fatiha (i) is similar in styledan any case the word? 'say,' may
be understood, so this objection has no weightoAtiog to

! SeeRaudatu's-SafaPart ii, vol. iii, p. 166.
2 Sketches from Eastern History: 53.
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the Traditions these prayers seem to have beenrkmoearly times.

Ibn Mas'ud's copy omitted Sura al-Fatiha (i) Sur&adaq (cxiii) and Sura an-Nas
(cxiv). 'Ali's copy of the Qur'an is said to haveeln arranged chronologically, Sura al-
'‘Alag (xcvi) being put first; but as the copy istmextant, it is impossible to say
whether this account is correct or not. The copgspesed by 'Ayesha is said to have
been arranged in a different order from the oneeartayl Zaid. Other copies joined
together Suras xciii. and xciv. but they have elagpeared.

The most serious opponent of 'Uthman's text wasMias'ud, a companion of the
Prophet and a great theologian. Ibn Mas'ud refusegive up his copy of the Qur'an
to the President of the Revision Committee and ihcisrred the anger of the Khalifa,
by whom he was publicly chastised. He died a feysddter from the effects of the
beating he had receivéd.This unnecessary and cruel act on the part oKtradifa
was disapproved of by his contemporaries, and s $nce been looked upon by
the Shi'ahs as an atrocious crime. But notwithstandhe number of enemies
‘Uthman had, his Qur'an held its ground, and asvahg cause of opposition would
have found eager partisans, we must assume frometieral acceptance given to it,
that it was looked upon as genuine. By far the mesbus objection to it is that made
by the Shi'ahs, though there is no good histogealence that 'Ali or his followers in
the earliest period ever rejected 'Uthman's bodle dharges made against him are of
much later date, and though their historical vaiugy not be great, they cannot be
entirely overlooked. No doubt some copies of the'@uwere preserved by their
owners in spite of the Khalifa's orders that atidd be destroyed. A Shi‘ah tradition
records that the Prophet said, 'O 'Ali! Truly thar@n delivered to you is written in
fragments on pieces of silk and of skin; colle@nth but do not act as the Jews did
with the Book of the Law.' 'Ali said that he reasivthis copy covered up in a yellow
cloth, and read it to the Prophet in his house.

This was why, according to Shi'ah tradition, 'Adids the Qur'an ought to be kept in
his family. When 'Umar asked him to lend his capypider that other copies might be
compared with it, he refused, saying that the QuHea possessed was the most
accurate and perfect, and could not be

[* See page Where the author referencisurnal Asiatique Décembre 1843, p. 385.]
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submitted to any changes and alterations which inligifound necessary in the other
copies. He said that he intended to hand downdpy to his descendants to be kept
until the advent of the Imam MathiAssuming that this tradition is correct, the
question naturally arises as to how it was thai thél not get his own copy
recognized as the one and only authorized book.ré&ply is that, in the troublous
times in which he lived, he had neither the leisuse the opportunity to convince the
Muslims who supported his rivals that they had besjnstly dealt with, nor could he
circulate his own copy of the Qur'an without cglin all of 'Uthman's copies and this
was an act he dared not venture on. It would havplg increased the already
existing dissensions and have hastened his dowstale left the matter alone. After
the assassination of 'Ali, his sons Hasan and Husare subjugated by Mu'awiya,
and outwardly, at least, acknowledged the authdrar'an as the true one, and said
that the Faithful should use it as it was, withauly regard to other passages or
fragments regarded by some of their followers &msic portions of the true text. In
secret, however, they assured their partisanstieatcomplete Qur'an would remain
concealed until the appearance of al-Mahdi, theltaam, at the close of the present
dispensation.

According to Shaikh Abu Ja'faru'l-Qumi their caseos thus® 'We believe that the
Qur'an given to the Prophet is contained withincitsers, and is now found in use.
The number of Suras is generally acknowledged torigehundred

! Journal Asiatique, Décembre, 1843, p. 387. In the Randatu's-Sdtma letter from 'Ali to
Mu'awiya is quoted in which ‘Ali says: 'the Prophebnoured me by revealing several verses
concerning me, thus elevating the banners of faswer my head.—Part i, vol. iii, p. 336.

ol Cimiall b 3 il 1 7 e b WD) Ade la Al adde il lon Al Jpes, I3
é;ej)u\c_\jﬁ‘_gwéc Calatld 3 ) 51l 3 geull Camtin LaS 5 gaat Y g0 sran) g0 388 k) jall g
Anaal Jia i)l Y JU 5 4ty S adle

G Cpy La s a3 Al g agle all) oo Sande a0 e s 4l 4 50 3l o8 adae 3 Ll 2
gl s il lixie 555 gms b e day )l 5 e Adlall e o) 5l ilin s A3 o JSL G G (sl 3
I 5 Ll s (g ) 98 gms 40T 5 JUEY 5 3] 98y ms (B8 83Y 5 LS S5 2T Banl 55 ) 5
LS g ol e
Journal Asiatique Décembre, 1843, p. 389.
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and fourteen, but according to our view Suras il xciv form one; Suras cv and
cvi also form one; Suras viii and'iform one, and he who attributes to us a Qur'an
different from this is a liar."'

As already explained, the Shi‘ahs defend the aggesn to 'Uthman's recension by
the assertion of their belief that the hidden parils be made known to the whole
Muslim world by Imam Mahdi. Still some of the mdianatic Mullag of the Shi'ah
sect, hold that certain passages are even now réative, and charge 'Umar and
‘Uthman with having suppressed or altered them.yTdescribe the defects in the
present Qur'an as due to:

(i) Omission of certain words and phrades.

Thus, in Sura an-Nisa' (iv) 164, we read: 'Godims¢lf witness of what He hath sent
down to theeconcerning 'Ali} in Sura al-Ma'ida (v) 71, 'O Apostle! proclaint thiat
hath been sent down to thee from the Losdcerning 'Ali; in Sura an-Nisa' (iv) 136,
'Of a truth those who believed and then becamelienbes, then believed and again
became unbelievers, and then increased their @flvéth regard to the family of
Muhammad and their rightst is not God who will pardon them'; and in Sash-
Shu'ara (xxvi) 228, 'But they who treat thethe family of Muhammad and their
rights, unjustly shall know what a lot awaiteth them.’

(i) Alteration of verses or passages.

! As the Bismillah is omitted before Sura at-Taubd $ome Sunnis also looked upon it as part of
the previous Sura.

2The names are 'Ali bin Ibrahimu'l-Qumi; Muhammad bia'qubu’l-Kulaini; Shaikh Ahmad bin
‘Ali Talibu't-Tabrasi and Shaikh Abu 'Ali at-Tabras— Journal Asiatique Décembre, 1843, p. 405.

% The parts said to have been omitted are printeti@nArabic given below, enclosed in brackets;
in the English text they appear in italics.

(e 8 <) U0 Ley 3¢ 410 ()

Sura an-Nisa' (iv) 164[166].

(e ) <D o A O30 Lo gl OS50 Ll b

Sura al-Ma'ida (v) 71[67].

;QJ/J;Z_;MJJ\QS;;K(?@;;L.‘AJ)T)ESU’:\EJ'\;31}335;51}&1;51}’)33;51}3[_',:a;i\f_',j

Sura an-Nisa' (iv) 136[137].

O 54 i (g (pgin o ) 1l (o) 2

Sura ash-Shu'ara (xxvi) 228[227].
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In Sura Ali 'Imran (iii) 106, 'Ye are the best watithat hath been raised up unto
mankind: ye enjoin the just and forbid the evibrFnations' read ‘'Imams,' that is, for
44f readiil The Shi‘ahs support their reading by saying thatdescription given of
the enjoining and the forbidding applies more cdtyeto the Imams as rulers than to
a nation in its corporate capacity.

In Sura al-Furgan (xxv) 74, 'O our Lord! give usour wives and offspring the joy of
our eyes and make us examples to those that feze.Thor 'make us examples to
those that fear Thee'- ) (8l Lilxal’y read 'make for us Imams, from those that
fear Thee,' —L) (8l (e W Jaal that is, from 'Ali and his descendants.

In Sura ar-Ra'd (xiii) 12, 'Each one has angelsreetiim and behind, who watch over
him by God's order.' The Shi'ahs read 'Each onaigsls behind him arguardians

(<=2 ) who watch over him by God's order.'

In Sura al-Hud (xi) 20, '(With such can they be pamed) who rest upon clear proofs
from their Lord; to whom a witness from him redit€the Qur'an) preceded by the
Book of Moses, a guide and mertyrhe other reading is, 'To whom a witness from
him a guide and mercy, reciteth (the Quran), piedeby the Book of Mose5This
witness, according to this reading, is the 'guidd anercy," and is 'Ali who comes
from him, that is, Muhammad. Thus it is not, aghe received text, the Book of
Moses which is the 'guide and mercy.' One day aftierhad finished his sermon a
member of the congregation said to him, 'which @& the Qur'an refers to thee?'
'Ali replied, 'Hast thou not read the verse "whstgon clear proofs from their Lord:
to whom a witness, a guide and mercy, recitethQbhean preceded by the Book of
Moses." This tradition is accepted by Imam Fakhibin Razi® The whole verse is a
difficult one. It is a very good example of a mujmarse, as it contains words, to
which different meanings may be giveSome say that the 'who' is Muhammad or
Jewish

Ay Lol g (IS AL (' A% 38 5 515 4 0 A Ll (IS il 2
0 SIS LS (g a5 L) A anli 4,580 2
3 Journal Asiatique Décembre, 1842, p. 412.

* Faith of Islam(3rd ed.), p. 74.
* Faith of Islam(3rd ed.), p. 74.
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converts to Islam, or Muslims in general: that tbiear proof' is the Qur'an or
Muhammad, or the true religion; that the 'witnés#/ uhammad or 'Ali or Abu Bakr,
or the Qur'an or Gabriel, who came from Him (Gody aecited the Qur'an to
Muhammad. In this case 'Him' means God and not Khutead

In Sura al-Muminun (xxiii) 39, "There is no life yusnd our present life; we die and
we live and we shall not be quickened again.' Thigal$s say that the order must be
inverted—'we live and we dié"’

(iii) Verses defective in respect of their order.

Sura al-Baqara (ii) 58: 'He (Moses) said, "What| y& exchange that which is worse
for what is better? Get ye down into Egypt, forshall have what ye asked.™ It is said
that in the correct and true Qur'an these word® wamediately followed by others,
now found in Sura al-Ma'ida (v) 23: 'They said, M@ses! Therein are men of might
and verily we can by no means enter in until theybne forth.™

In Sura al-Furgan (xxv) 6 the opponents of Muhamrsay of the Qur'an, 'Tales of
the Ancients hath he put in writing and they weietaded to him morning and
evening.' It is said that in the original Qur'argdé words were followed by a passage
now found in Sura al-'Ankabut (xxix) 47, in whiclo® says to Muhammad, 'Thou
didst not recite any book (of revelation) beforewith that right hand of thine thou
didst not transcribe one."'

But the most serious charge of all is that of th@ssion of a whole Sura, called the
Sura an-Nurain, or 'Two Lights," by which Muhammeatl 'Ali are meant. It is as
follows:

'In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassienat
'O ye who believe, believe in the two lights we édn@ent down, who have recited our

signs and warned you of the punishments of the Dagt These two lights (proceed)
the one from the othérTruly, | am the Hearer, the Knower.

! Khulasatu't-Tafasirvol. ii, p. 383; Baidawi, vol. i, p. 431; TafdiHusaini, vol. i, p. 298.

2je., forbad’s & sai read sai s Liad,

3 A reference to the Shi'ah interpretation of Sural Hxi) 20, according to which 'Ali proceeds
from Muhammad.
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'For those who obey the orders of God and of HepRet, for them, according to

these verses, there is a Paradise of Delightsthmse who disbelieve after they have
believed, and who break their promise and that kvtiie Prophet had stipulated for
them, shall be cast into Hell.

"They who have injured their own souls and havenlzisobedient to the executor of
the Prophét(i.e., 'Ali), they shall drink of the scalding veat

Truly, God is He who gives light to the heavend emthe earth, and who chooses the
angels, the prophets, and who makes believers;ateetsis creation, He creates what
He wills: there is no God but He, the merciful amecious.

Truly, those who were before them have deceiveit fbrophets. | have punished
them for their deceit, and my punishment is see@ckstrong.

"Truly, God has destroyed 'Ad and Sarhod account of what they did and has made
them as a memorial to you, but ye did not belidwred He did the same with regard to
Pharaoh for his opposition to Moses and his broftaon. He drowned him and all
who followed him as a sign to you, yet most of yare perverse. Truly, God will
gather them together in the day of resurrection, ey will not be able to answer
when questioned: for them is the Hell, for Godnswing and wise.

'O Prophet! publish my warnings, perhaps they feillow them. In truth, they who
turned from my signs and my orders have perishesl.tA those who keep thy
covenant, | reward them with the Paradise of D&dighruly, God is the pardoner and
the great rewarder.

L Aliis called 4 J s ) (a5 —executor of the Prophet of God.

2 The tribe of 'Ad dwelt to the north of Mecca anattiof Samud near by. The prophet Hud was
rejected by the ‘Adites and the prophet Salih &y $amudites. These men were probably Jewish
teachers or Christian evangelists. The destrucidhe tribes is referred to in Sura al-'Araf (Wi}-77,
and the Sura al-Fajr (Ixxxix) 5-13. Muhammad atttdal the disappearance of these tribes to
supernatural causes, but a very simple explanatidhe fact can be given. The Roman merchants, by
opening up direct communication between the In@aean and Suez, destroyed to a great extent the
caravan trade of Arabia. Syria and Northern Arabsn became the arena of conflict between Persia
and Byzantium. The whole country fell into disordeities were ruined and the people in large
numbers returned to a wandering life and somedrilisappeared altogether. Muhammad made skilful
use of a perfectly natural event to show how diveaegeance followed a people who rejected a
prophet, and thus gave a warning to people whotnighempted to reject him.
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Truly, 'Ali is one of the pious men, and we wiistore his rights to him at the Day of
Judgment. We are not ignorant of the injustice dmnélim. We have exalted him
above all thy family, and he and his posterity pagient and his enemies are the chief
of sinners.

'Say to those who have disbelieved after they heleb\ed, "You have sought the
glory of worldly life and have hastened to gainaithd have forgotten what God and
His prophet promised you, and you broke the prosnisier a strict order about
them." We have given you examples, perhaps, youbeayuided.

'O Prophet! We have sent the manifest signs; imthee shown who will believe on
him ('Ali) and who after thee will turn away fronmh ('Ali).

Turn from them; certainly they turn aside and @iety We will summon them on the

Day (of Judgment), when nothing shall avail therd an one shall pity them. Truly,

there is a place for them in Hell and they shatineturn. Praise the name of thy Lord
and be of those who worship Him.

Truly, we sent Moses and Aaron with what was ndedied they rebelled against
Aaron. Patience is good, so we changed them to eysr&nd pig$,and have cursed
them till the day of resurrection. Be patient, tiely be punished. We have sent. thee
an order, as we did to preceding prophets. We hapminted to thee a successor
from among them: perhaps they will return. He winoms$ from my order, from him |
will turn, they get but little benefit from theimbelief. Do not ask about those who
break the law.

'O Prophet! We have made for thee a compact omél& of those who believe;
possess it and be of the number of those who arxfil.

Truly, 'Ali is constant in prayer at night makitige prescribed prostrations (sajidan),
and he fears the Last Day and hopes for mercy frisreod.

! Sura al-Bagara (i) 62; Sura al-Ma'ida (v) 65; Salrsraf (vii) 166. In the first and third of thes
references, the punishment is awarded on accouBélabath breaking, in the second for the rejection
of the scriptures. It is not in any way connectethwMoses and Aaron. The orthodox leaders,
therefore, hold this passage to be spurious aitesahole Sura to be void of any authority.

2. AL

i.e., 'Ali
%i.e., they must keep it.
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'Say, how can those be compared who make tyrammy,tlaose who know my
troubles. They will place charms on their necks @&y will repent of their works.

'We gave good news to thee of pious descendardsthay will not be disobedient;
my peace and my mercy is on them, living or dead, @n the day when they shall
rise again. My anger is on those who after theesgiess amongst them. Truly, they
are a bad people and will wander from the right;vizayt those who go on in the way,
on them is my mercy and they will be safe in tHeéyloooms (of Paradise).

'Praise be to the Lord of both worlds. Amen.'

The following is the Arabic text of this Sura.
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Mirza Kazim Beg, to whose researches we are indefotea copy of this Sura in the
original Arabic, does not believe in its genuinenelde looks upon it as a feeble
imitation of the Qur'an, invented by a fanatical'&@h after religious quarrels had
absorbed the attention of the 'Ulama of the twalrgects. He says that there is no
authentic tradition about it, that no author in #alier centuries mentions it, and that
the name al-Nurain—the two lights—in connexion wituhAmmad and 'Ali was not
heard of until the seventh century of the Hijra. &tkmnits that it is quite possible that
unimportant changes may have been made in the esmnsions, but declines to
believe that a whole Sura was discarded. Even asgutimat 'Uthman did not wish
that anything favourable to 'Ali should appeanvés not necessary to omit a whole
Sura. The omission of a few phrases would haveedelnis purpose just as well. He
considers the whole chapter, with the exceptionttef words and expressions
favourable to 'Ali and his family, to be simply amgpilation from various parts of the
Qur'an. Some words and phrases have been alten@@, Isorrowed literally, and the
result of the whole is that the style is very ifderto that of the Qur'an itself. This
statement he supports by a comparison of expressiead in this Sura which are
either exactly the same, or very similar to phrdsasd in the Qur'ah.

! The following are some examples:

1 skl ol il & Sura v. 59[57];

Sl oSile ) b4 Sura xxxviii. 59; [The clause is not in Qurant e find (44 A&k in
Suras. 6: 130; 7: 38Cf. Noldeke's GDQ, Il, p 100-112, where the Surahef Two
LIGHTs is discussed]

mbe o's Qlde Sura xxxix.15[13];

eaafd\ &l Sura xxi. 70; [This reference is incorrect, howetes phrase is found in Suras 5:
65; 10: 9; 22: 56; 31: 8; 56: 12; 68: 34]

agatil 15k Sura iv. 99 [64];

¢l L Al =& Suraiii. 37 [40];

el e (A1) %% 38 Syra xvi. 28 [26];

Osald KI5l sura v. 55[59);

Jaea *yvad Syra xii. 18;

D2 )BT 338N agie Wan'y Sura v. 65 [60];

8 an j2 ) 2iails Sura xxix. 66;

faale JAIL G5 Syra xxxix. 12 [9];

el (s s Sura xxxix.12 [9);

pedlicl 8 (DY) Jaad Sura xxxiv. 32 [33];

Osiel 8”21 4 Sura xxxiv. 36 [37];

Cralladl Ty 48l Sall end of Sura xxxvii.
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M. Garcin de Tassy, in a foot-note to Mirza Kazirag® article, expresses the great
joy he feels at the discovery of this unknown Suaad he evidently considers that it
is not to be lightly set aside. He thinks that ¢hisrnothing improbable in the idea that
it was recited by Muhammad and that it formed ériAli's copy; but he does not
consider himself bound to uphold its authenticitiiile on the other hand he declines
to say that it is a forgery. He very properly satdde Kazim Beg's argument with
reference to the difference in style, and to thailarity of expressions in it and in the
Qur'an, for, as he points out, in the Qur'an itdedf repetitions of similar words and
phrases in the various Suras are innumerable.

On the whole, the weight of evidence seems to lansigthe Shi'ah claim. 'Ali and
his followers were a powerful body during the Kfeik of '‘Uthman; they must have
known very well whatever the Prophet had said abAlt and it is not easy to
believe that, powerful as they were, they wouldehalowed 'Uthman to suppress all
such passages. Then when 'Ali became Khalifa hédcdfuhe had so willed, have
produced his copy of the Qur'an. The passionsddisecivil war were already so
strong, that it is not likely that such an actientlaat would have so increased them as
to lead to still further danger to the KhalifateheTfact is that the cult of 'Ali, a most
curious and interesting phase of religious thoughtf very much later growth; and
when it developed it needed all the support thesehsupposed revelations could give
it.

! Je suis charmé d'avoir appelé l'attention des tatistes sur lehapitre du Coran inconnjusqu'a
I'époque on je le publiai, I'an passé, pour la pEeerfois.—Journal Asiatique Décembre, 1843, p.
427.

2 Noldeke agrees in the main with the criticism.—Gie$te des Qans p. 222.
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The way in which the various recensions were madd,the need of them show that
the Qur'an is open to criticism, and that the atthoview of inspiration needs to be
very much modified, but do not prove that the pnes®pies are not authentic. The
conclusion arrived at by Muir, with which most skdrs agree, seems to me sound
and good. He says!The conclusion, which we may now with confidemtraw, is
that the editions both of Abu Bakr and of '‘Uthmaerey not only faithful, but
complete as far as the materials went; and thatewba omissions there may have
been, they were not on the part of the compilelentional. The real drawback to the
inestimable value of the Qur'an, as a contempowamg authentic record of
Muhammad's character and actions, is the wantrahgement and connexion which
pervades it; so that, in inquiring into the mearamgl force of a passage, no infallible
dependence can be placed on the adjacent sen@nde=sng the true context. But,
bating this serious defect, we may upon the streingeesumption affirm that every
verse in the Qur'an is the genuine and unalteregposition of Muhammad himself,
and conclude with at least a close aproximatiothéoverdict of Von HammerfThat
we hold the Qur'an to be as truly Muhammad's wasgithe Muhammadans hold it to
be the word of Gad

! Life of Mahometyol. i, p. xxvi.





